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WASHINGTON A former CIA ageut,
,already wanted in a 2 plot’to murder a high:
-Libyan . oificial, tried to shake  down the:

director of paval mtehxgence, thtFBIhas.

" “The same whnwasth&cmhan
head of the highly secret intelligence Task
rF:!mIS'I‘i: ;mgnadmﬁmﬂb
<galarms ol IR g
gEdmundP W’Ison,whh:sbeenmteda

“a federal fugitive warrant since April,!.
6B gt tw:b

_haS'became 2 pawn in teeriv be
t‘he twoadmnrgls weo-run the .S.mtelh-
gence community, -

Cne of the two, Adm.mey Ray Inman,

(NSA), confirmed last week that ke had
asked for an FBI p:wemmsons ctm-
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_ Operatson ‘was, a,\‘ in -on. Navx,
A mm.-.l‘ e ‘:..u... *
" #] fired Wilson becauss I ‘thought

- a5 percenter.”

A spokamn for the ofher, Adm. Stanv
!ield Turner, director of the-Central Intelli-
gence Agency, said tkemwwld hawem
-Turner, a classmatzof ‘President]
Jimmy Carter at toe Navai Acads!
emy, has failed. in his attempt tof -
convince the presicent.to put ali}
American ipteiligeore activities
under the CIA's contzol.
Inman,a htﬂelmmmiﬁgme
professional whois hiz:
by Congress, earned Turper’s wrath
bicauss the.NSA bas been ngen
increasing control over the nation’s
spz’*satcnm ~ programz . Inman’s| -
agei:i:y is ;responsible- for_ the
pation’s secret electronic communi-
cations, mptggsgmcg m-segi a_gg
c—'{’th?ssr‘:nday News Jourmal bas
learned that in recent weeks Turner
ajd his_deputies in the CIA have
briefed reporters from major news,
organizations - about: Wilson - and
Task Force 157, which grew from a
‘smvall naval mtelhgence operation
into a large-scale spy group. Those
fzmiliar, with the briefings say the
_CIA has'tried to lay the blame for ar,
‘tHe task force’s problem at
Inrhan's feet. : et exiy |

'--":‘-‘-

Approved For Release 2009/04/02 : CIA-RDP04-00312R001001820083-1

R 5

: \ : :w A oproved For Release 2009/04/02 CIA-RDPO4- 00312R001001820083 1
. 0l LU ,JUUI'.LH\.D"A“

*Assistant US. Attorney .. E.
Lawrence Barcella Jr., chief pros
cufor in thé case agamst Wilson,’
confirmed that the mvestxaatxon-
‘into Wilson was prompted by a com-
plaint from the CIA that Wilson had-
been palming himself off as a CIA:
agent. The CIA told Barcella that
Wilson nolongerbad anythmg to do
with the agency.

:What the CIA apparently dnd nob
know is that Inmam gave extensive.
testimony to' FBI investigators,
.about what he had learned aboub
Wilson and Task Force137. 7 7 14

Inman, in a rare telephone mtev-
view, told the Sunday News Journal |

that he closed downTask Force 157. |

-*I closed it down because it was out
of control and becanse its continued

hewasa petty gra!ter, what ge call
-The most serious charge m the
_ icdictment against Wilson ns lus;
alIegedmvolvementina
‘tormurder an opponent of Gyan
leader Moammar- Kbadafy i in |
exa; Switzerland, in1977.. _.. N
*Theindictment, handed downi in in
Washington last April, also includes
several counts of conspiracy to ship
rifles to Libya._Then,_as:now, the |
Umted States had a ban onsluppmg
: tohbya_ SRR b st
n, 56, whose arms dealmgs
made .him 2 multi-millionaize,]
yeindins at. larze. When Wilson
failed to respond to the indictment
on April 23, U.S. District Court in,
Washmgton issued a warrant for lns
arvest. . N

T: Accordmg to Barcena, W‘lson is
believed to be * raoving between his
offices in- Switzerland and London
or at his home in Tripoli {in Libya].
Most likely he s in Tripoh” -

Barcella said he has talked with;
Wﬂson’s attorney, Seymour
Glanzer.- Glanzer refused to com-,

mentpnhuchent. 2 e J
,”‘,A.“. 5@, @ @y e

F‘x-omsources in the CIA, at the
Natxonal Security Agency, the FBIL.
and-inx the Congress, the Sunday
-News Journal has put tégether an
account of Task Force 157, Wilson's
‘connections to the CIA and Inman’ s
actions:  ~xve. oo s werse

.~ Task Force 157 was formed in®
1958 by Admiral Thomas Moorer,
:when he was. chief of naval opera--
tions, to give naval mtelhgence bet--
ter communications and human SPy-
capabilities. =~ < V.~ .

STAT

. When Henry. Kissinger began his
* secret negotiations with China in
1971, he asked for military commu.:
nications because he distrusted the -
“CIA. Moorer offered hinr the Task,
Force and its seeret frequencies —!
;Called the SR 1 Channel.” .

~: In its investigation, the FBI found
“out that Wilson and his cronies —
‘who had infiltrated the task force at
‘the "behest of the ClIA — were:
actuatly sendmg thamfonnation to
the CIA. .

-In 1974 Kissinger told a Senate
committee that a. Navy clerk
assigned to “his.office,. who had
access to-“eyes-only” messages to
‘President ~. N’xxon; -Was... also
forwardmg theny to Moores +

4 By the time Inman shut dm the
umtmlatc 1975, TakForce 157had
-grown fromafew oper-
-atives to 167 field agents and. 200
headquareexs offfcials.” ...

- Using a number of phany business
fcuts, thetask: forcu becarr.e a free
agent, competing with and under-
mining .other. intelligence” groups
and dealing. directly with foreign
-governments, some them hostile to,
the United States. . . }
=1t was involved in a wide range of :
-intelligence activities, many paral-
lelling .the activities of. tze
including evaluatmgSovxet balh.stlc
mxssx]e .Strength _and . anti-snbma-
Tine warfare ——ini.- epe o0 4

*<:Inman-told investigators tbatxml-
lions. of.dollars-being spent by the:
task force could not be accounted:
TorsinmtrinS i .. N ) B S e seal

The bulk of the staif was drawm
frorm CIA coatract spies, not on full-
time duty with the agency, or from:
the military. Exactly how the task’
force was put togaether and how xt'
grew isstill not clear. . .

After Wilson was fired by l’mnan.
he resumed his contract work for

-the CIA by organizing a group of:

Cuban refugaes to conduct terrorist,
activities in South Africa and Latin',

America. ‘A number of tke task,

force employses had been CIA,;
tramed uban operatives.- were.
hired by Wz.son, accotﬁing to FBI

sources. -

Although W:lsonworked with the
Task Force 157 projéct from 1971 to
1975, he remained on the CIA pay--
roll and - reported. to. Theodore
Shackley, who bad baen former CIA
director Richard Helms’ right-hand
man for clandestine operations. - -.

When Inman fired Wilson, Shack-
ley called the admiral and urged
him to_keep Wilson on. Shackley, .
reported not to be with the CIA aoy
more, could not be located ‘or come-,
mek . e e e S
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- secrets.. © ¢ -

" mittee statf members on the Navy’s

_ bagman® .o .
- Here’s what happened then, as
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Inman, now 49, has served -ini
nearly every  top-level military
intelligence post. He was director of
naval intelligerce from 197% to
1976, dizector of the Dafense Intelli-
gence Agency between 1976 and
1977 and since then head of the
NSA. . -
Inman told the FBI his troubles
with Task Force 157 preceded his
tlzl;x:g over naval intelligence in-
When he was the naval intelli-
gence officer for the Far East, he
bad been rebuffed in repeated
atternpts to learn about Task Force
157. He told the FBI that the task
force reported directly to Washing-
ton and answered to no one in-the
field, a procedure considered highly
unusual in the Navy's decentralized
corrunand system. .. :
His disenchantment with the task
force began early in his:tenure as
head of maval intelligence. © .
He learned that one task force
employee had recrived kickbacksj
on contracts giver toa company
that supplied small boats for intelli-
gence missions. The employee was'
fired bLanan but no charges were
ever placed because a public trial
might bave compromised defense

 After Inman took over- naval,
intelligence, Sen. JobnJ. McClellan,
D-Ark,, the powerful chairman of
the Senate Committee on Appro-
priations, invited him to brief com-

use of the F-18 jet fighter. -

After the briefing, Inman told the
FPL a memberof McClellan's staff
suggested that they. have lunch to
discuss how the Office of npaval

~ €00-acre farmin Upperville;Va. —
san
et us out of,” the-admiral told the

Intelligence could get its budget
requests .

smnoothly. Inman descxibed the staft
member to the FBI as “McClellan’s

S el Nyl

Inman related the story to the FBL:
" Inman.and an aide weut to a
nearby. . restaurant, -.where the
}McClelland-aide introduced him to
Edround Wilson. - .- -
During -the lunch, Wilson told
Inman that his ageacy would have
clearer sailing with McClelland's
committee if Wilson's companies
were given certain contracts for
duplicating and other office ser-

.- In the midst of the conversation,
vhich Inman told the FBImade him

the- - Senate}

2 “little sick,” Wilson suddenly said,

“You know,: admiral, I’ work for|

T

vou

Warid Maritime, a company set up

to chanmel secT mn% on
of - Tasks Force 157. Wilson also
jnvited Imman and-his wife to his

invitation my wife managed to

3 . e : Ll
-Inman-told FBI agents, and the
Sunday News Journal, that Wilson |
was nothing but a “5 percenter, 2|
small time grafter”

areinvestigating thecharge.

‘.Task Force IS'LgEen outofan
Alexandria, Va., ce tower not far
from the.Pentagon, where Wilson
created a number of other business:
fronts to operate the unit. These
included . World Maritime, Aero-
>lasitime Cory. and Pearce Mergaa \

In ’ N Lt [ Y .
- The. Navy_has never officially

Spy chinfs: Bobby Taman of the NSA
< Wilsom told Inman he hes

whowa;trying; -
to shake down the chief of n"mq
operations. FBI sources-say they:

.

(eft) snd CIA’s Stans! iedd. Turper
given any public acknowledgement
of thetaskferce. = -. .- ¢

Its existence surfaced, however,
in aw 1 to the Merit Systems
Protection Board by 10 former task
force emple%yea-who want retire-
ment and federal servicecredit. ~
- attorney Bernard

Fensterwald, who represents them, .

says that the men are all secretive
about what they did for the task
foree. . .2 - . L3
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